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FROM THE CHAIRMAN
 

Dear Residents,

Mail delivery appears to be a problem again in Martin's
Additions. As many of you may remember, we had similar
issues a few years ago, and with the help of longtime
Village resident and Chris Van Hollen Congressional
Staffer Karen McManus, we were able to get it sorted
out... for a time. But recently, residents have reported mail
deliveries to the wrong addresses, missed and delayed
deliveries, and various other issues. Our staff has been in touch with Congressman
Jamie Raskin's office, and has arranged for the local Postmaster to attend our
January Council meeting, along with a representative from the Congressman's
office. During the meeting, residents will have a chance to speak about some of
their mail delivery issues. In the meantime, please report any problems directly to
Postmaster Hugo Aldana via email at Hugo.B.Aldana@usps.gov, and copy (via cc)
the Village Office (martinsadditions@gmail.com) along with Christa Burton from
Jamie Raskin's office (christa.burton@mail.house.gov).



In happier news, the annual Audit Report was given at the last Council meeting. We
have again had a "clean" audit which means there were no findings that were
inconsistent with good financial practices. We had, what we all wish we had in our
personal finances, more income than we had budgeted; and expenses below the
projected budget. This is not an accident. The Council has always been
conservative and prudent with the residents' money. It is a responsibility that
Council members and staff take seriously. Our special thanks to the staff who
manage the day-to-day operations and expenses; without such prudent
management expenses would not be under budget.

This time of the year has the excitement of the Holidays. But then there are the
doldrums after the first of the year, which the Engagement Committee plans to
alleviate with a Village event at La Ferme. There was wine left from the wine tasting
earlier this year and a credit for food that La Ferme was kind enough to give after
the lower than expected turnout for the wine tasting. The Committee will send
details shortly.

We continue to get positive feedback about the new street lights. We are also
getting positive feedback from the leaf vacuuming, which will likely occur two more
times this season. 

Finally, the Village will shortly mail envelopes to residents for holiday 'thank you'
gifts for the  wonderful men who pick up our lawn waste, recycling, and heavy trash.
The funds are distributed proportionally to each man based on the hours he works
for the Village. Please be generous!  These men work in the rain, snow, hot, or cold
weather.

My best wishes to all of you for a happy Holiday and New Year!
 
Richard

 
    Back To Top

 
UPCOMING EVENTS

 
 



12/1/17            Leaf Vacuuming

12/6/17            Variance Hearing for 3407 Thornapple Street, 7:30pm

12/13/17          Leaf Vacuuming

12/21/17          Village Council Meeting, 7:30pm

12/25/17          Village Office closed for Christmas

1/1/18              Village Office closed for New Years Day
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 HOT TOPICS
 

Variance Hearing for 3407 Thornapple Street

The Council will hold a variance hearing on December 6 at 7:30pm in the Village
office. The owners of the property will explain their position in asking for the
variance and residents will be given an opportunity to ask questions and give
their opinions. Our attorney will be in attendance, along with our Building
Administrator. The Council hopes to make a decision during this meeting,
assuming enough information is presented.

Proposed Reclassification of Brookville Road

Back in August, the Village was notified that the Montgomery County Planning
Board had finished a draft proposal of its Master Plan on Highways and
Transitways. One proposed element of the plan was to reclassify Brookville Road
from "primary residential" to "minor arterial" based on the amount of through-
traffic. The Council, along with the surrounding municipalities, worried that this
could represent the first step in pushing additional traffic on the road and adding
Ride-on buses to Brookville Road. As such, the Village Council issued a letter to
the Montgomery County Planning Board in opposition to the reclassification of
Brookville Road from "primary residential" to "minor arterial." County Planning
Staff is meeting with the Board on December 14th to present their
recommendations. Due in large part to feedback, Planning Staff will not
recommend the reclassification of Brookville Road. While this a positive sign, the
Planning Board will make the ultimate decision. They will have two closed
working sessions in the two months following the December meeting before a
Public Hearing draft Master Plan is created, likely in early February. There will be
a 30 day public comment period. Staff will continue to monitor the situation and
report any changes, particularly as they have affect Brookville Road and the rest
of Martin's Additions



VMA website link to Brookville Road opposition letter

 
BackToTop

COMMITTEE UPDATES
 

Community Engagement Committee:
The Halloween Parade and festivities were a great success! It was fun to see all the
kids (and many adults too) dressed up. Even some of our four legged friends got in
on the action. Thanks to the Community Engagement Committee for all their help.

Ethics Committee:
Todd Mann (Raymond Street) was approved as Committee Chairman at the
November Council Meeting. Also at the meeting, the VMA Council approved
various changes recommended by the Ethics Committee, including requiring that
the Ethics Committee hold all conflict-of-interest forms, to be filled out annually by
all candidates for Village Council and Village staff.

Election Committee:
The Election Committee report and most recent minutes are posted online on the
Village website. We encourage any interested residents to check it out, as we work
to make our election rules and procedures even more transparent, fair, and promote
accessibility.

                                                                                           

Back To Top
 

SPOTLIGHT

Police Tips to Prevent Package Theft this Holiday Season

During the holiday season, many people will choose to purchase gifts online and have
them delivered to their home.  This often means that there will be more packages on
doorsteps and more opportunities for thieves to steal these deliveries. The
Montgomery County Police Department reminds residents of ways to ensure that
packages are delivered to them safely and securely:
 
Choose A Delivery Address Wisely

Choose to Have Package Delivered to An Attended Location

http://martinsadditions.org/vma-council-opposition-to-brookville-rd-reclassification/


When you order something online, consider sending the package to a
place where you know someone will be available to receive it - your
workplace or a friend or neighbor's home.

Choose to Have Package Delivered to Carrier Location
Have your deliveries sent to the nearest shipping company center. Many
shipping carriers will hold the package for up to five days.

Choose In-Store Pick Up
Many retailers provide the option of purchasing an item online and picking
it up at the nearest retail location.

Know When Your Package Will Be Delivered - Sign Up For Notification Services

Many shipment companies offer services to help you track your deliveries by
receiving text messages or an e-mail. You can then plan on being home at the
time of delivery or ask a trusted friend or neighbor to stop by the delivery
location and retrieve the package.

After receiving a notification alert and you determine that you won't be home,
many carriers allow you to re-route your shipment to another location or to the
carrier's facility for later pick-up.

Require A Signature

Many shipping companies offer a service that requires a signature for a package
to be released.

Provide Delivery Instructions

Many carriers allow residents to provide instructions on where the deliveries
should be placed at the home (side porch, garage door, etc.)

Insure Your Package

Consider insuring your package. Contact your chosen mail carrier for coverage
policies and requirements.

The Department urges residents who shop online to follow these guidelines to help
ensure their packages arrive safely.

- Nick Picerno, Village Police Officer
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NOTES FROM THE VILLAGE OFFICE
 

Holiday Fund:
'Tis the season for our annual call for contributions to the Village of Martin's Additions'
Holiday Fund. This fund provides a convenient and safe opportunity for residents who
wish to offer a seasonal thanks to the wonderful men who collect our household
garbage, yard waste and recyclables throughout the year.



 
We have dedicated, professional contractors handling our trash and recycling services
as well as yard waste and heavy trash pickups: Jose A. and Jose L. on weekly trash
truck; Edwin on yard waste; Roberto and Jovino on recycling trucks;  Edwin, Roberto,
Jose L. and Jovino on heavy trash trucks.
 
If you would like to make a donation to the fund,please put a check (please, no cash)
in an envelope, and mail it to the Village office at 7013 Brookville Road, Suite B,
Chevy Chase, MD 20815. You may also drop off your check at the Village office.
 Checks should be made to the Village of Martin's Additions (Note: Holiday Fund).
Please send in your check so it is received at the Village office by Wednesday,
December 13th sowe can present the checks before the holidays.
         
Thank you in advance for your show of appreciation.  All cards and notes reflecting
your appreciation are welcome and will be included in the Holiday Letter to the
contractors.

Overhanging Vegetation into the Sidewalk:
We have had a couple of instances in the Village where shrubbery or small trees have
encroached into the right-of-way in a way that impedes pedestrian traffic. Please be
mindful of pedestrians, and keep sidewalks and rights-of-way clear for pedestrians
and others using the sidewalk.
 
Leaf Vacuuming:
Leaf vacuuming will continue into December. Our next leaf vacuuming day will be
Wednesday, December 13. If you want your leaves to be vacuumed, residents are
asked to rake their leaves as close to the curb as possible without putting them in the
roadway gutter. Please inform your landscape crews of this requirement (it is illegal in
Montgomery County to rake leaves into the street). Should it rain, leaves piled in the
gutter cam dam the water, causing ponding issues. Please also avoid boxing in piles
of leaves between cars.
 
Sticks and other sharp tree and garden debris should be left loose and separated
from leaf piles. Sharp debris can tear the leaf collection hoses and dull the blades,
resulting in downtime for the machine to address repairs to the vacuum machinery,



which can in turn cause delays. 

 
Village Website:
The Village has almost completed its new website, which was designed by Revize.
Village staff is in the midst of getting the new site up-to-date, and making sure all the
information is migrated over before it "goes live." The new website will have some
new features, such as the ability for residents to log in and access an online directory,
and the ability to translate the page into hundreds of different languages. Once we
have all the kinks worked out, we will launch it for residents to use, and you will see
something very new when you log on to www.martinsadditions.org. We are excited
about the changes, and we hope you will come to love them as well! We anticipate the
new site going live in the near future.

Tree Update:

During the calendar year, 10 trees were taken down in Martin's Additions. These
include the following:

3509 Turner Lane            Goldenraintree
3511 Turner Lane            Bradford Pear
7305 Summit Ave.           White Oak
7223 Delfield St./Thornapple side            Red Oak

http://www.martinsadditions.org./


3410 Taylor St.                 Norway Maple
7201 Chestnut St.            Sugar Maple
7211 Chestnut St.            Sugar Maple
3403 Turner Lane            Little-leaf Linden
3409 Shepherd St.           Red Oak
209 Oxford St/Quincy side     Black Gum

Our Arborist and Tree Supervisor have agreed to new trees in the following locations:

3509 Turner Lane            Hornbeam
3511 Turner Lane            Willow Oak
3503 Bradley Lane          Amur Maple           
7223 Delfield St., along Thornapple     Pin Oak
3410 Taylor St.                American Elm
7201 Chestnut St.           Sugar Maple
3409 Shepherd St.           Swamp White Oak
209 Oxford St/Quincy side     Black Gum
7211 Chestnut St.            Black Gum
3403 Turner Land            October Glory Red Maple

Waiting on WSSC:
A few streets in Martin's Additions were not repaved as part of the large job that was
done this past year, due to additional scheduled work by WSSC. WSSC originally
anticipated work to begin in the spring. They hit some delays, and they pushed it back
to late summer. They hit more delays, and updated to late September/early October.
Well, here we are, and they have still not selected a contractor. They are now
expecting a contract to be put in place in December, and for work to begin shortly
after. (Editor's note: I would not expect work to begin in the dead of winter, so if I were
a betting man, I would say spring of 2018 is probably more likely). But before any
work begins WSSC and their selected contractor will have a public outreach meeting
to go over plans and what to expect. We will make sure to keep you informed of any
developments. Village staff has met with WSSC officials to go over conditions for a
memorandum of understanding, which will set forth some parameters on work
conditions, etc. One of the main criteria we have included is that once work begins,
they do not deviate and leave; they must finish through to completion once it is
started. We want them in and out, with minimal delays - there's been enough of that
already!
 



In the meantime, we know that the neglected streets are, quite frankly, not "up to
snuff." Thank you for your patience while we wait for WSSC to finish their work. In the
meantime, please let the office know if there are potholes that we can patch up.
 
Noise and Construction Hours:
A reminder that the Village follows Montgomery County's Noise Law, which allows for
65 dBA (decibels) during the daytime, and 55 dBA at nighttime. An example that may
violate that section of the law might include lawn-mowing at night, for example. This
sheet might also give you an idea of what those numbers roughly translate to.
Typically the Village suggests contacting the County if there is a noise disturbance
because they have the equipment to assess decibel levels and the resources to issue
citations. If you wish to report a noise violation, you can contact Montgomery County
3-1-1 during regular business hours, or the non-emergency police line at 301-279-
8000 during non-business hours. There is also a two-party complaint form found
online on the Montgomery County website. 
 
The rules for construction are slightly different, and are handled a little differently too.
Construction in the Village shall not commence prior to 7:00 am on Monday through
Friday, and 9:00 am on Saturday and Sunday; and must end no later than 9:00 pm
Monday through Thursday, and 7:00 pm Friday through Sunday, and on federal
holidays - including the observed Veteran's Day (Friday November 10th). Between
7:00 am and 5:00 pm on weekdays, construction work is allowed to get up to 75 dBA,
and up to 85 dBA if there is a Montgomery-County approved noise suppression plan
for the project. Again, if you would like to report a violation you can contact the
County. You can also inform the Village office, which can also issue citations for
working beyond permitted construction work hours.

2016 Resident Directory:
Extra copies are available in the Village office. The directory is published every two
years, so the next update will be available in 2018. The Village is beginning to compile
contact info for the 2018 directory. We would like to get information from everyone this
year to make sure we are up-to-date. Please stay tuned for more information.
 
As mentioned above, the new Village website will also have the capability of allowing
residents access to an online version of the directory; only accessible to residents of
Martin's Additions.

Permitting:

http://www.industrialnoisecontrol.com/comparative-noise-examples.htm
https://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/DEP/contact/noise.html


Please remember to contact the Village office before beginning any work to verify
permitting requirements. Work performed on your property may require permits from
the Village as well as from Montgomery County. See the "Building Blocks" section of
the newsletter for the latest!   
 
Moving?                                                                                                         
 Residents of VMA are encouraged to contact the office to have temporary No Parking
signs posted in front of their home when moving out of the Village or when expecting
a large truck delivery. We have implemented a new system whereby residents fill out
a form that can be submitted via email or in person (available on the Village website),
so that there is no confusion about moving dates/times.

Other items:

To receive Constant Contact notifications from the Village Council, the
committees, and the office (i.e., any official communication from your Village
government), please contact the Village office. This is the best way to receive
information on waste pickup, snow removal, and Council and committee
meetings.

To receive a paper copy of Martin's Edition in the mail, please contact the Village
office. 

Back To Top
   
BUDGET CORNER

 The results of the Fiscal Year 2017 Audit were presented at the November Village
Council meeting. The Village Council has approved the audit. The only "oddity" of the
audit this year is that expenditures were larger than revenue for FY17 due to the
infrastructure projects (street/sidewalk repairs and replacement; streetlight
replacement), which was anticipated, and for which the Village had designated funds.
Revenue was over budget, expenditures were under budget, and the Village remains
in strong fiscal standing.

Please check the Village website to view the results of the audit.

 Back To Top 

DRAFT AGENDA FOR NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
 

Village of Martin's Additions
Council Meeting

http://martinsadditions.org/fy2017-audit-report/


7013 Brookville Road (Suite B, 2nd floor)
 Chevy Chase, MD 20815-3263

 
Draft Agenda for December 21, 2017

 
             
 

7:30PM Resident Comments

7:40pm
Committee Updates

 

7:50pm
Action on Council Meeting Minutes of November 16, 2017:
Krajeck

 

7:51pm
Building Administrator's Report

 

8:00pm
Treasurer's Report: Alexander

8:05pm
 

Discussion on Small Cell Tower Legislation
 

8:20pm Discussion on Charter Amendment Recommendations

8:45pm Manager's Report: Trollinger
 

 8:55pm Opportunity for Council to Hear Residents' Comments:
Krajeck

 
9:00pm Adjournment: Krajeck

 

Audio recording and written minutes for the November meeting will be posted online
very shortly.
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 LITTLE KNOWN FACT 
 

State Highway has accepted a proposed redesign for the
Brookville Road/Taylor street intersection that will make it
safer by moving the stop signs closer together, and both
straightening and reducing the distance of the crosswalks.
Construction is likely to begin around March 2018.

 
Back To Top

 
 



BUILDING BLOCKS

BUILDING ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT
 
6701 Brookville Rd.
 
The applicant has submitted a building permit application to add an addition at the
rear of the existing house. The staff has completed a preliminary review of the
application and is waiting for the MCDPS building permit approval.
 
7210 Chestnut St.
 
The Village has issued a demolition permit for the removal of the ex. house. The
demolition has been completed. The applicant is working with the architect to
finalize the architectural plans for the new house. Nothing has been submitted to
MCDPS or the Village.
 
7219 Chestnut St.
 
The homeowner placed stones tiles over the top of the existing concrete lead
sidewalk. A right of way license agreement was prepared for that portion of the
sidewalk in the Village right of way. We are waiting for the homeowner to return the
executed and notarized agreement, which will be recorded in the land records at
Montgomery County.
 
3405 Cummings La.
 
The applicant has submitted for a building permit from MCDPS and the Village. The
Village issued a building permit on 9/11/17 and construction has begun.
 
7210 Delfield St.
 
The homeowner has planted rose bushes and other plants, outside the new fence
at the front of the property and within the Village right of way. A right of way license
agreement was prepared for the plantings in the Village right of way. We are waiting
for the homeowner to return the executed and notarized agreement, which will be
recorded in the land records at Montgomery County.
 
6702 Melville St.
 



The Village has issued a building permit to enclose the breezeway between the
existing house and garage. The exterior appears to be completed and no work has
occurred recently. MCDPS has not finalized their building permit.
 
3404 Shepherd St.
 
An application has been submitted to add a second floor, a covered front porch, and
a covered patio to the existing house. The application has been reviewed. The staff
has issued a Village building permit and the work is proceeding. The applicant has
submitted a certified height survey, which indicates the addition is in accordance
with the Village Code.
 
7200 Summit Ave.
 
The construction of the new bay window has been completed and the Village will
sign-off as soon as the County signs-off.
 
3510 Taylor Street
 
The staff has noticed that the existing brick retaining wall within the Village right of
way is collapsing, is a safety hazard, and is in need of immediate repair. The staff is
attempting to contact the homeowner. A right of way license will be required.
 
3512 Taylor Street
 
The staff noticed that when the retaining wall was re-built, the contractor left a 2-
inch-wide depressed area between the existing Village sidewalk and the base of the
new wall, which may cause a pedestrian to trip and fall. The staff is attempting to
contact the homeowner to correct the situation.
 
3405 Thornapple St.
 
The staff has meet with the owner's attorney and engineer regarding the siting of a
new house on the lot. The owner's attorney feels the Village Code is in conflict with
the County Code regarding building setbacks and that the County Code should be
followed. The staff and Village attorney feel the Village Code is more restrictive, but
not in conflict.
  
3407 Thornapple St.



 
The staff issued a building permit to relocate the existing house from the adjacent
lot and add improvements to the old structure. The improvements include a new
curb cut and driveway. The work has begun and the existing house has been
moved to the adjacent lot.  The applicant has poured a new driveway and apron
and replaced a section of damaged curb. However, several sections of ex. curb
have chips and cracks and I recommend they also be replaced.
 
MCDOT - North Delfield St.
 
The staff has contacted the MCDOT maintenance department about a repairing the
existing storm drain inlet at the north end of North Delfield St. MCDOT is not sure
who owns the damaged inlet and they are still investigating the situation.
 
MSHA - Brookville Road
 
MSHA maintenance staff is investigating the water ponding at the northeast corner
of Brookville Rd. and Bradley La. MSHA was recently contacted and they are still
looking into a solution for the ponding water. A recent conversation with the
Assistant District Engineer at MSHA indicated the State is investigating a solution
and will get back to the Village in early Nov.
 
AMT GIS Update
 
AMT last updated the Village GIS computer data in 2014. In the spring, a RFP was
sent out. The Village has received three proposals and they are being reviewed by
the staff.
   
--Doug Lohmeyer, Building Administrator

Back To Top

HEARD ON THE SIDEWALK
 MANNA UPDATE:  Our 5,000 Pound Goal is Within Reach

Two deliveries in the weeks leading up to the Thanksgiving weekend amounted to
456 pounds of shelf-stable items for Manna Food Center, Montgomery County's
major food distribution organization, and put the Village's contribution so far in
2017 at an amazing 4,450 pounds. We're still hoping to reach 5,000 pounds before
the year is finished - since 2008 when our food drive began, we've topped that
number five times - so we're feeling confident we can do it again!
Between now and the end of the year, there will be a second collection box at the
front door of Brookville Market, along with the regular (year-round) box at the stairs



to the Village Office. Or, as always, you can drop your donations on the Kirschtens'
porch at 3406 Turner Lane or the Browns' porch at 3404 Taylor Street. We'll make
sure things are driven to Manna's central warehouse in a timely manner.
For the record (and we do keep one!), a 5,000-pound donation this year would
mean that since the project began, we'll have delivered more than 45,000 pounds
of food to Manna. That's something this most-generous community should be very
proud of! Too many of our neighbors in the County are still what the government
calls "food insecure" - in other words, families don't know where their next meal
will come from. So your giving counts! Thanks to all of you who've helped keep the
food drive alive - and if you're willing, let's keep it going for another year.

WEATHER OUTLOOK: 

Greetings from the Weather Center.

After a very warm and dry fall, it has finally turned more seasonable. Colder and
dryer than normal weather will continue into early December before temperatures
and precipitation go back above normal. Some brief cold and stormy weather can
be expected in December, but milder than normal temperatures and below normal
snowfall is anticipated overall for the winter. It will surely not be as mild or
snowless as last winter, which turned out to be the second warmest on record. The
only appreciable snow event we experienced came in mid March. There also have
been several winters on record in Washington, DC in which the most snow fell in
March. Thirty years ago, on November 11, 1987, we had one foot of snow, and
some locations in Prince George's County had 15 - 18 inches because of
thunderstorms. This is the all-time November snowfall record.

Keep in touch, especially during changeable weather.

Happy holidays eveyrone.

- Keith Allen, Turner Ln
 
Keith Allen, long time resident of Martin's Additions, provides weather forecasts by
phone for cities across the U.S. Residents are encouraged to call 202-589-1212
for up-to-the-minute updates.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM CHEVY CHASE AT HOME!
               
On Tuesday, December 19, please join us for some seasonal cheer at the Chevy
Chase Village Hall from 2 to 4 p.m.  This year's Holiday Party will feature a jolly
sing-along with Roy Barber, musician-composer and leader of the Parkinson's
choir in Chevy Chase. And there will be delicious festive refreshments as well, so
do come and bring a friend!
 
Another CC@ H - sponsored gathering that's open to all is Brunch Bunch, held on
the second Thursday of each month.  Everyone is invited.  This month it's on
Thursday, December 14, from 10 to 11:30 a.m., so just drop in, buy a cup of coffee
or even a full breakfast, and pull up a chair at the CC@ H table at the Olympia
Cafe for some lively conversation.  It's always interesting and fun and a great way
to get together with old friends and meet new ones!  We'll hope to see you there. 

  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/07/18/AR2007071800657.html


 

Keep our community walkable; please patronize the businesses in our Village!
 

Please also keep in mind these "Friends of the Village":
 A Wider Circle

 Chevy Chase at Home 
 Friends of the Library, Chevy Chase Chapter 

Live and Learn Bethesda  
Manna Food Center 
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CONTACT INFO

COUNCIL
 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Richard
Krajeck,
Chairman

 

301-654-3663
 

rkrajeck@hotmail.com
 

Tiffany Cissna,
Vice Chairman

 

301-656-4112
 

 vmacouncil@googlegroups.com 

Arthur
Alexander,
Treasurer

 

301-718-9787
 

arthur.alexander@att.net
 

Susan Fattig,
Secretary

 

301-951-9578
 

susan.fattig@gmail.com
 

Katya Hill,
Member-at-
Large

 

301-718-1920
 

ka2shaz@gmail.com
 

OFFICE STAFF
 

Name
 

Phone
 

Email
 

Matt Trollinger,
Village Manager

301-656-
4112

martinsadditions@gmail.com
 

http://awidercircle.org/
http://www.chevychaseathome.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=559717
http://www.folmc.org/chevy-chase-chapter/
http://liveandlearnbethesda.org/
http://mannafood.org/
mailto:rkrajeck@hotmail.com
mailto:vmacouncil@googlegroups.com
mailto:arthur.alexander@att.net
mailto:susan.fattig@gmail.com
mailto:k2shaz@gmail.com
mailto:martinsadditions@gmail.com


Tina Lurie, Assistant
Village Manager 

 

301-656-
4112

assistantvma1@gmail.com
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